
Daniel Gurteen, (IV), 1834 - 1894

Daniel Gurteen (IV) was born on 3rd

August, 1834, the eldest child of Daniel
(III) and his wife Caroline, nee Basham.
He was born in the family home in the
High Street with local surgeon George
Eastcott in attendance.

On 12 Feb 1868, Daniel (IV) married Emma
Maynard in Duxford.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

As a young man, Daniel (IV) developed a social
conscience. He wrote that during his boyhood,
the town was beset with terrible poverty:
‘At that time the whole town was in a most
miserable condition ... often five hundred men
stood idle on the Market hill, waiting for work
and food. So great was the distress that the
Vestry met twice a fortnight for the purpose of
sending families to Australia and elsewhere.’ Daniel (IV) was a J.P., Lord of the Manor of

Birdbrook, Chairman of the Haverhill local
board, Alderman of West Suffolk County
Council, director of the Colne Valley Railway
and founder of the Choral Union. He helped
administer the Haverhill District Sunday School
and ran the Bible Society. He provided a
magnificent organ to the Town Hall.

1856: The rise of Chauntry Mills:
Steps were taken to compete with the mechanisation in
the north. A new steam factory and warehouse were
built. Drabbet was the denim of the day and Haverhill
became a famous centre for the making of drabbet
smocks. The colour of the drabbet was unique to
counties and was specially dyed. East coast fishermen
preferred ochre to match their sails.

1865: Recognising the advantages of the new
railway system a second factory of three
storeys was built next to the drabbet mill.
This iconic French Gothic building housed
sewing machines.

Having studied at the University of
London, Daniel (IV) entered the family
business in 1854.

Daniel (IV) protested that the ‘best blood’ of
the town was going abroad and that ‘people
want work, not charity’. According to the
local Almanac, Daniel (IV) and his father both
set about providing work for the people of
Haverhill, determined to provide an
alternative to poverty.

A house called The
Duddery in Duddery Hill
was their home. (where
the Arts Centre car park
is today)
Daniel (IV) and Emma
had three children:
Ellen Grace,
Ethel Annie and Daniel
Maynard.

Daniel (IV) died on 28th May 1894 and was buried 
in the family vault in Haverhill Cemetery. 
His memorial states: 
"HE WAS A FAITHFUL MAN AND ONE THAT 
FEARED GOD"

1876: Steam power was successfully
harnessed using beam engines to drive the
sewing machines.


